July 13, 2017

required by the underlying bill includes a de-
scription of amounts and sources of ISIL fi-
nancing and our efforts to disrupt this financ-
ing as part of the broader US strategy in
Syria.

Financing is the lifeblood of any organiza-
tion.

Denying revenue streams from oil, from sto-
len currency, and from extortion, has helped in
the fight against ISIL.

Less money means fewer weapons, fewer
fighters, and fewer resources to support those
fighters, but the fight is far from over and ISIL
has already demonstrated its ability to adapt
and evolve.

As ISIL loses territory in Irag and Syria, it
looks abroad to inspire and support terrorist
attacks in other countries around the world.

We must choke off its sources of revenue.
We must deny its access to resources that
fund operations in Syria, Iraq, and abroad.

Our amendment ensures we stay focused
on financing, and we do it in a way that sup-
ports our broader military and counter-ter-
rorism strategies.

As we have seen, effectively integrating
smart counter threat finance enhances our
overall strategy in Syria and Iraq and can pre-
vent ISIL support for attacks in the US, in Eu-
rope and elsewhere.

Ultimately, it will accelerate the fall of ISIL
and keep Americans safe.

| thank my colleagues Congressman
FiTzPATRICK and Congressman BuDD for offer-
ing this amendment with me.

Again, | thank Chairman THORNBERRY and
Ranking Member SMITH for their support and
for their continued bipartisan leadership in
support of our country’s national security.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 49TH CITI OPEN
TENNIS TOURNAMENT

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 13, 2017

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask the House of Representatives to join me
in recognizing the Citi Open Tennis Tour-
nament, taking place July 29 through August
6, 2017, in Rock Creek Park, and in recog-
nizing these dates as “Tennis Week in the
District of Columbia.” All are invited to attend
the 49th edition of this Washington tennis tra-
dition, a cultural, economic and community
staple in the region.

The tournament, now known as the Citi
Open Tennis Tournament, was founded in
1969 by tennis legend and Hall of Famer Don-
ald Dell, along with business partner John
Harris, and with the support of Arthur Ashe,
the first African-American to win both the U.S.
Open and Wimbledon. Ashe declared he
would participate in the inaugural tournament
under two conditions: the tournament would
take place in a naturally integrated neighbor-
hood, and it would be played on public land
where all people could come together, enjoy
the sport and share the experience. Today,
the tournament remains at its original location
on 16th & Kennedy Streets NW., in Rock
Creek Park.

In 1972, Donald Dell gifted the tournament
to the Washington Tennis & Education Foun-
dation (then called the Washington Area Ten-
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nis Patrons), a nonprofit organization sup-
porting local education causes.

The Citi Open Tennis Tournament draws
the best players in the world, making D.C. a
global tennis destination. The tournament is
also seen on television in over 180 countries.
A recent economic impact study found that the
estimated total gross impact of the Citi Open
on the regional economy is more than $28.2
million. The tournament is the only Association
of Tennis Professionals 500-level event in the
United States, and it is one of only four pro-
fessional tennis tournaments combining men’s
and women’s events. It is also recognized as
an International level tournament by the Wom-
en’s Tennis Association. As the tournament
returns to the District this year, the city and
our office will be working with residents of the
neighborhood to ensure that measures are
taken to mitigate traffic in the area and that
the beautiful residential neighborhood of the
tournament’s location is undisturbed.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in recognizing “Tennis Week
in the District of Columbia” for the Citi Open
Tennis Tournament, as well as the Wash-
ington Tennis & Education Foundation for their
efforts.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MIKE BOST

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, July 13, 2017

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, my vote was re-
corded as Yea on Roll Call No. 350. My inten-
tion was to vote Nay on Roll Call No. 350.

GRACE JONES RETIREMENT
HON. RON KIND

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 13, 2017

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, | rise to bring to the
attention of my colleagues the good work of
Grace Jones, who is retiring on July 14th as
the executive director for the past 31 years of
Couleecap. The people, families, and commu-
nities of western Wisconsin are better off as a
result of her work and leadership.

As a community action agency, Couleecap
serves low-income people and families in
Vernon, La Crosse, Crawford, and Monroe
counties, with programs that help people with
housing, including home ownership and reha-
bilitation; weatherization and other energy effi-
ciency measures; employment and training;
transportation; food and clothing; and drug use
prevention. However, under Grace’s leader-
ship, Couleecap continues to evolve with the
needs of the community. Many people at-
tribute Couleecap’s success to Grace’s ability
to recognize and understand the needs and
the challenges ofthe people that she and the
agency serves.

Trained as a teacher, Grace began her work
with Couleecap as a specialist working with at-
risk youngsters. “As a teacher, | tried to instill
in very student the hope and belief that they
could achieve their dreams with hard work and
persistence,” Grace told the La Crosse Trib-
une. With her work at Couleecap, she has
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been able to help people grow, better them-
selves, and improve countless lives and fami-
lies along the way.

Over the years, Grace has received a num-
ber of awards for her work. While appreciative
of the attention, she has never forgotten the
reason for her work, telling the La Crosse
Tribune, “At Couleecap, we are so glad that
we can help families with encouragement,
hope and the tools that they need.” She con-
tinues, “we prefer to believe we live in a land
of great opportunity equally available to every-
one. This is not true. Discrimination and pov-
erty still exist—and too many people have tal-
ents that are quickly buried under poverty’s
crushing weight. For these talents to flourish,
there must be equal opportunity for all.”

| thank Grace Jones for her work at
Couleecap. Her work has made a real and
lasting impression to the people and commu-
nities she served.

RECOGNIZING MARK ZAMBON

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 13, 2017

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to recognize someone who has made a lasting
impact in my Congressional District and the
community.

Two years ago, Mark Zambon joined my of-
fice as part of the Wounded Warrior Fellow-
ship program through the House of Represent-
atives. He will be leaving my San Diego office
in July of 2017.

While he was my primary liaison with our
veterans community, Mark also served as a
community representative to neighborhoods
and managed a number of issues critical to
my district. Mark always has a “can do” atti-
tude. If you needed something yesterday, you
got it yesterday.

Mark marvelously represented Mission Hills,
El Cajon, Mission Valley, University Heights,
and Uptown.

His passion and work with the Veterans and
Active Duty communities in San Diego has not
gone unnoticed by my constituents. In the
closing days of his service to the 53rd, com-
munities have been honoring and thanking
him for his work.

Mark hails from Marquette, Michigan. After
graduating from Marquette Senior High
School, he enlisted in the Marine Corps. Mark
deployed to both Irag and Afghanistan with six
combat tours and two Purple Hearts. Serving
as an explosive ordnance disposal technician
in Afghanistan, he lost both legs from an ex-
plosion during a mission in Sangin, a town in
Afghanistan’s Helmand province.

Despite this, it's not uncommon to find Mark
scaling up a rock face or racing cars. In fact,
Mount Kilimanjaro was a recent conquest.

When he is not going the extra mile to help
veterans in the 53rd Congressional District,
Mark is probably traveling, tracking down a
quality craft brewery, or hanging with his cat
Frankly.

Mr. Speaker, | cannot say enough about
how Mark has taken on the role of providing
support for his fellow warriors injured in the
line of duty and honoring those who have
given their lives in defense of our country.

| am proud to recognize Mark and thank him
for all of his outstanding contributions to our
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